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03 August 1854

Buffalo, New York

A letter written by a Mr. John C. Post of Buffalo to Mr. H. Doesburg in Holland, Michigan, was
published in De Hollander. Post informed Doesburg that "we" had been blessed by a visit of Rev.
Albertus C. Van Raalte on Friday, the 23'd of June. The next evening, they were happy to visit
with the Rev. W. C. Wust who was passing through. Wust was prevailed upon to preach there on
Sunday.
In Dutch; translation by Simone Kennedy.
Original in the archives of the Holland Museum.

1854, 08-03

Translated by Simone Kennedy

De Hollander, 3 August 1854
Letter from Post on ACVR and Wust in Buffalo

Mr. H. Doesburg
Holland, Michigan

Dear Friend and Brother,

May you — and all who know the Lord — receive His blessing.
My own experience teaches me that the saying is alive: "Out of the abundance of
the heart, the mouth speaks." That is why I cannot neglect to tell you about God's
mercies and all his blessings on me and my people in this town, where the temple was on
the point of collapsing and everything seemed in ruins. We had labored for the last five
years to get a minister to come to our church, and all our efforts had been fruitless until
now. But then the Lord decided to work. It pleased God that we knelt before him and
pleaded with him to keep his promises in the Lord Jesus, that anyone who asks the Lord
of the harvest for workers will be heard. And He did not want to close his ears for the
cooing of his doVe 'and the chirping of his swallow; he laid his hand of mercy on us, in a
very wondrous way.
It would be too much to write everything that happened. That is why I will only
tell the main events, as follows. On Friday, the 23 rd of June, we were blessed with the

presence of the Rev. Van Raalte. We were happy and thankful that the Lord had given us
again one of his servants to minister to us. The next night, we welcomed another true
servant of God, the Rev. W. C. Wust, who had arrived in the morning, intending to leave
right away for Chicago, since he had no acquaintances in this town and did not want to
intrude himself unto people — as happens so frequently by people who serve the god of
bread. He had his belonging already put on the boat, and his ticket bought. But it was the
will of the Lord that he stayed here. So he inspired one of our elders to go there and meet
him just before his departure, asking him to stay a bit longer in Buffalo. The Rev. Wust
was not immediately willing to do so, but he later had to admit that it was the way of the
Lord, even though he and we did not yet know it at that time. This is how God has helped
US.

The Rev. Wust preached that Sunday night, the 24th, and also on Thursday, and he
was a great blessing. On Friday night we held a congregational meeting and unanimously
decided to call the Rev. W. C. Wust as pastor and teacher of our church. He took this call
in consideration, and the next Sunday preached the Word of God to our people. He saw
that the Lord was visible and present in our midst with his Spirit, and that he gave life
back to his people. We now call on all of God's people to rejoice with us. We found
again what we did not have in the last five years: the preaching of the Word of God and
the nearness of the Lord, we may now experience it again.
I so wish that this might happen everywhere, that the Lord may visit those who
are still without a pastor. We know what suffering that is.
I wish that the Lord may use him to reach the lost sheep, to bring them back to
our Reformed, true doctrines of salvation, for which our ancestors have suffered and died.

Were they not steered by the Spirit of God? 0 woe, woe, woe, those "people of god" do
so much harm, they call them names like "rags". They abuse the apple of God's eye.
After our prayer service last Wednesday, he experienced from God the assurance
that he had to stay here.
I would like to ask you to print this letter in your journal.
Buffalo, 10 July 1854
John C. Post
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